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I began my study of Japanese at university in Canada. Little did I realize how
many linguistic difficulties were waiting to ambush*"*' me!

The first challenge my classmates and I faced was how to memorize Japanese
conversational expressions. They were all so long! For “Hi!” we had to learn
“Konnichi wa.” “Thanks!” was “Arigato gozaimashita.” “Take care!” was “O ki o
tsukete kudasai.” So many syllables**!

To help us memorize these kinds of phrases, we created English sentences that
sounded similar to the original Japanese. To remember the Japanese numbers 1, 2
(ichi, ni), we used the English phrase “itchy knee.” To memorize “Itadakimasu”
(Let’s eat!), we used “Eat a duck and a mouse.” It sounded pretty close! To learn “Do
itashimashite” (You're welcome), we used “Don’t touch my moustache.” It was
almost the same!

Speaking Japanese was hard. But writing was harder! We spent the first part of
our Japanese course learning the hiragana alphabet. It took forever to memorize the
lines and curves of each letter. When we’d finally mastered hiragana, our teacher said,
“Well done! Now, here’s the next alphabet you have to learn — katakana.” “Another
alphabet?” we groaned *™. “Isn’t one enough?”

Two weeks later, we'd mastered katakana and were ready to relax. “Not yet!”
said the teacher. “Now you have to learn kanji. It has 2,000 characters.” 2,000
characters! We couldn't believe it. Was he trying to torture*™* us?

After studying Japanese in Canada for a year, I was ready to fly to Kobe and try
out my new language skills in Japan. I'd been a conscientious** student and had
worked hard to learn proper Japanese. We'd only been taught the polite “desu/masu”
forms, but I was confident that I'd do OK.

As a newcomer to Kansai, I asked a lot of questions. For many questions, I kept
getting the word shiran as an answer. “If people use shiran so often, it must be an

important word,” I thought. However, when I looked for shiran in the dictionary, it
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wasn't listed. Strange!

As a new English teacher in Kobe, I heard many rumors. When I checked to see

if they were true, my Japanese students cried out “ciao, ciao.” “Why are they
speaking Italian?” I asked myself. It was all very odd!

Finally, I managed to find a Japanese friend who solved these two (Dmysteries for

me. “The colloquial**® Japanese that people speak here is different from the textbook

Japanese that you learned in Canada,” he explained. “Shiran is a contraction*™" of

shirimasen. It means ‘I don’'t know.” Ciao is a contraction of chigaimasu, which means
‘That's wrong.” ”

After a year in Kobe, I finally began to understand what people around me were

saying. But I still felt strongly that people should only use words listed in the
dictionary and should avoid using Italian when speaking Japanese!

(Hidl: Cates, K. A. (2014, October 10). Learning Japanese. The Japan Times ST. https://
st.japantimes.co.jp/essay/?=ey20141010) XERZFIZ DWW TIE—Ek2
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Sano, Tochigi Pref. — Legend has it that death threats from disgruntled*™*!
samurai warriors were behind Japan's first cricket match in 1863 and the sport has
battled for recognition in the baseball-mad country ever since. But Japan's cricket
association, which operates out of a disused school near a wooded mountain, says the
sport is slowly gaining popularity and hopes next year's home Asian Games and the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics can take it to a new level.

“My whole 11 years here have been about trying to provide people with

’

opportunities to play,” said Englishman Alan Curr, the Japan Cricket Association’s
chief operations officer. “That’s a lot easier if they know the sport exists. Ultimately,
you can’t be what you can't see.” Curr says cricket is growing annually in Japan with
more than 5,000 adults and children playing the game regularly and about three times
as many having tried it in some form. That is still a drop in the ocean compared to
baseball, which is played by millions and produces global superstars such as the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ Shohei Ohtani.

The two sports arrived in Japan at roughly the same time, although cricket's
origins were slightly less auspicious™ ™. A samurai threat to kill all foreign nationals
who refused to leave Japan prompted a group of European residents to seek
protection from the British Navy in Yokohama. They had a game of cricket to pass the
time, playing with loaded guns tucked into their belts to guard against a possible
attack.

A Scottish tea merchant founded the first cricket club in Japan five years later but

*3 circles. Fast forward to the late 1980s and

it failed to catch on beyond expatriate
several universities began playing — “students were looking for something unique,”’
according to the International Cricket Council, the sport’s global governing body. The
sport has maintained a niche*™™ presence, although rising numbers of South Asian
residents in Japan have boosted the playing population.

Japan’s national teams reflect the sport's Commonwealth roots, featuring several
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players with parents from cricket-playing countries. The Japan Cricket Association,
founded in 1984, has worked hard to introduce cricket to people with no previous
experience, concentrating their efforts on selected hubs around the country. Japan
women’s Twenty20*™ captain Mai Yanagida said she “knew the name but didn’t
really know what kind of sport it was” until she took up cricket at Waseda University
in Tokyo.

“I played softball and baseball before that, but in cricket you can hit the ball 360
degrees,” she said at the Women’s Sano City International Trophy earlier this month.
“I think it's more a sport where you need to play together as a team.”

The Sano City tournament was played at Japan’s cricket headquarters in Tochigi
Prefecture, on the playing field of a high school that closed its doors more than a
decade ago. After losing its opening game, Japan went on to lift the trophy, beating
Hong Kong in the final of a tournament that also featured fellow cricketing
minnows*™* China, the Philippines and Mongolia. The win came weeks after Japan's
men qualified for next year's Under-19 World Cup in Zimbabwe and Namibia. Cricket
will feature at next year's Asian Games in Nagoya before it returns to the Olympic
program for the first time since 1900 at the Los Angeles Games.

(Hi#t : Mckirdy, A. (2025, June 15). From samurai threat to Asian Games as Japan cricket
fights obscurity. The Japan Times. (AFP-JIJI) https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/
2025/06/15/more-sports/cricket-growth-japan/ 3 X512 DWW TIE —Eltk Z)
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Cricket has struggled to become popular in Japan, mainly because

(D baseball was introduced much earlier and had a stronger cultural

impact.

)

there were very few Japanese people interested in British culture.
(3 it had an unfortunate beginning and remained limited to foreign
communities.

@ the Japan Cricket Association did not promote the sport until recently.
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According to Alan Curr, it is difficult to increase the number of cricket

players unless

(1 people can watch games on television regularly.
@ the government promotes cricket as an official school sport.
(3 young players are sent abroad for training.

@ people are aware of the sport’s existence.

AXDNBEZEHTHHDELT, mOEYRERKEZENRI N,

(1) Cricket has been part of the Olympic Games continuously since 1900.

@ The Japan Cricket Association is based in a former school in a rural
area.

(3 Cricket became popular in Japan mainly due to American influence.

@ Japanese universities stopped playing cricket after the 1980s.
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(1 The number of cricket players in Japan is decreasing every year.
@ Cricket was originally brought to Japan by samurai warriors.
(3 Some players on Japan's national teams have parents from cricket-
playing countries.
@ Cricket matches in Japan are mostly played by professional foreign

teams.

EXONECGHTZH0ELT, RbLEYMER RO N,
(M Japan won the Sano City tournament after defeating China in the
final.
2 Cricket has never been part of the Asian Games.
(3 Japan’s men’s team has qualified for an international youth
tournament.

@ The Sano cricket field is a newly built national stadium.
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Children should ( ) from different backgrounds.
(1 people @ Dbe (3 respect @ taught 6 to

We ( ) plan.
1 the @ of 3 out @ talked ® him

He was not delighted with the outcome, ( ) it.
@ he @ nor (3 was @ with (6 satisfied



How ( ) the UK?
1 you 2 often B to @ been ® have

He suggested ( ).
(O the meeting @ Dbe (3 that @ off ® put

( ) the exam, I was able to solve it easily in the exam.
M studied (2 problem (3 having @ the B before

There is ( ) to helping refugees.
M  but @ no 3 her contribution @ appreciates
G one

He is ( ) a scholar.

M not 2 an athlete B as @ so 5 much

Beethoven ( ) and a well-known composer.
® a 2 once B is @ at (5 great

I asked him ( ) in the starting lineup.
M be @ thought 3 would @ he & who
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No one knows if he ( ) to the party.
(1) coming @ will come (3 had been come

@ has been come



She was caught ( ) traffic on her way to work.
M over @ on ® in @ from

The weather forecast says that it ( ) to rain this afternoon.
(M is supposed 2 supposes (3 will suppose
@ will be supposed

24 ( ) he followed the rules, he wouldn't have been punished.
(1 Had Q If ® In case that @ Asif

25 A : The movie was really funny!
B: Yes, it made me ( ) alot.

M tolaugh 2 laughing 3 laughed ® laugh

N
H

It's better to focus only on posts from those ( ) you can trust.

1 whose (@ when 3 who @ what

H
<

My father is senior ( ) my mother by three years.

(1 than @ from (3 over @ to

28 Cigarettes are harmful to your health. You should stop ( ).

(1 smoking @ smoked (3 to smoke @ for smoking

29 There’s too much work to do. ( ) can I possibly finish it by the
end of today?
» Why @ How ® What @ When

30 I need the document right now. Please send it ( ).
@ by the email @ by email ® with the email
@ with email
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